


INSTRUCTIONS FOR A PETITIONER 

REQUESTING CONSIDERATION FOR A POVERTY EXEMPTION 

1. Petitioner(s) must complete the application as provided by the Assessor in its entirety and

return it to the Gerrish Township Assessor's office in person Monday through Friday from

9:00am to 3:00pm, or by mail to: Gerrish Township, ATTN: ASSESSOR, 2997 E. Higgins Lake Dr,

Roscommon, Michigan 48653.

2. Applications must be received before the day prior to the last day of the Board of Review.

3. Petitioner(s) will not be eligible for consideration if they do not meet the Federal Poverty

Guidelines. (see table below)

4. Petitioner(s) must be the owners of property and reside at said property.
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5. The petitioner(s) shall make an appointment with the Board of Review during the scheduled

meeting times of the Board of Review. At that appointed time the Assessor or Board of Review

may administer an oath to the petitioner(s).

6. Upon request of the Assessor or Board of Review, petitioner(s) must produce:

a. A valid driver's license or other acceptable method of picture identification

b. A deed, land contract or other evidence of property ownership

7. The application must include copies of the following:

a. Most recent Federal Income Tax Return -1040, 1040A or 1040EZ

b. Most recent State Income Tax Return -Ml 1040

c. Homestead Property Tax Claim

2026 FEDERAL POVERTY INCOME GUIDELINES

Size of Family Unit 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

For each additional person, add 

Income Level Poverty Guidelines 

$15,960

$21,640 

$27,320 

$33,000 

$38,680

$44,360 

$50,040 

$55,720 

$5,680 

Decisions made by the Board of Review may be appealed to the Michigan Tax Tribunal 



IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ELIGIBILITY, 

PETITIONERS MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING TASKS ON AN ANNUAL BASIS: 
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1. Be an owner of and occupy, as a homestead, the property for which an exemption is 

being requested.

2. File a claim with the Assessor, Supervisor or Board of Review, accompanied by most 

recent federal and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the homestead. 

This includes any property tax credit returns filed in the immediately preceding year or 

in the current year.

3. File the completed Gerrish Township Application Principle Residence Poverty Exemption 

Income and Asset Test form after January pt but before the day prior to the last day of 

Board of Review meetings.

4. Produce a valid driver's license or other form of picture identification if requested.

5. Produce a deed, land contract or other evidence of ownership of the property for which 

an exemption is being requested.

6. Meet the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines as defined and determined annually by the 

United States Office of Management and Budget. (see table pg. 2)

7. Asset Test: As required by P.A. 390 of 1994, all guidelines for poverty exemptions as 

established by the governing body of Gerrish Township shall also include an asset level 

test. The following assets as determined by the Gerrish Township Board shall be 

considered when applying for qualification for tax exemption:

A. Cannot own other assets as determined by the Board of Review of over

$15,000. This excludes the value of the homestead.

The Board of Review shall follow the above stated policy and federal guidelines in 

granting or denying an exemption, unless the Board of Review and/or Supervisor 

determines there are substantial, compelling and documentable reasons why there 

should be a deviation from the policy and federal guidelines. These are to be 

communicated in writing to the claimant. 

Decisions made by the Board of Review may be appealed to the Michigan Tax Tribunal 




