
 

 

 

Resolution# 2015-04-14-01       April 14, 2015 

 

 

RESOLUTION:  Swimmers Itch Control  

 

 

WHEREAS, many high quality lakes in Northern Michigan, including Higgins Lake, have been 

affected by the Swimmer’s Itch parasite, known as “cercarial dermatitis”; and 

 

WHEREAS, the continued outbreaks of Swimmer’s Itch are becoming more prevalent and are 

affecting not only the residents of Higgins Lake, but also the popularity of Higgins Lake as a tourist 

destination for visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, numerous studies and research have found that many waterfowl are an important 

carrier of the organism which causes Swimmers Itch; and 

 

WHEREAS, Higgins Lake has seen an increase in waterfowl population; and 

 

WHEREAS, both Gerrish Township and Lyon Township have engaged in numerous meetings, 

including the formation of a Higgins Lake Swimmer’s Itch Task Force, exploring alternatives to 

reducing Swimmer’s Itch on Higgins Lake; and  

 

WHEREAS, while engaged in it’s due diligence, Gerrish Township has reviewed proposals 

developed from Dr. Curtis Blankespoor and Dr. Harvey Blankesport, of S1-Con, LLC, and a 

proposal from Steven P. Sendek, of Northpoint Fisheries Management, LLC and Dr. Mark 

Luttenton, PHD.; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Gerrish Township previously adopted Resolution 2012-08-14 in which the Board of 

Trustees requested the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Division as well as its 

legislative and executive branches of State government, to assist in providing immediate waterfowl 

control measures aimed at exclusively controlling the growing waterfowl population on Higgins 

Lake to preserve it’s great natural resource and promote meaningful public access to Higgins Lake 

through the reduction of occurrences of Swimmer’s Itch through non-chemical based treatments 

and/or prevention techniques; and, 

 

WHEREAS, consistent with its prior resolution, Gerrish Township has applied for and received a 

Federal Fish and Wildlife special purpose permit authorizing the taking of up to 25 Common 

Merganser ducks and to destroy up to 25 Common Merganser nests for the years 2015, 2016, and 

2017, which permit is renewable; and, 
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WHEREAS, Gerrish Township has received a Comprehensive Action Plan to Address 

Swimmer’s Itch on Higgins Lake from Steven P. Sendek, of Northpoint Fisheries Management, 

LLC and Dr. Mark Luttenton, PHD., which is composed of seven (7) progressive “Actions” 

intended to interrupt the life cycle of the schistosome in Merganser Ducks, which has a total cost 

for 2015 of $82,000, with Action 1 having a cost of $28,000 of the $82,000 full proposal. Gerrish 

Township has signed a contract for Action 1 of the 2015 proposal for a total cost of $28,000; and, 

 

WHEREAS, in its ongoing effort to preserve taxpayer dollars, Gerrish Township has applied for 

and received a Grant from the Higgins Lake Foundation to support Action 1 of the Action Plan 

from Northpoint Fisheries Management in the amount of $23,000. Additional funding coming 

from the allocated general fund Swimmer’s Itch line item along with “in-kind” services and 

volunteer labor.  

 

WHEREAS, Gerrish Township intends to seek additional funding for treatment in future years 

through other grant resources, or through an authorized special assessment, which may include 

additional activities by Northpoint Fisheries Management; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that while the Gerrish Township Board of Trustees, 

Roscommon County, Michigan, fully supports and intends to utilize the Comprehensive Action 

Plan from Steven P. Sendek, of Northpoint Fisheries Management, LLC and Dr. Mark Luttenton, 

PHD when funding becomes available.  

 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Board Member Lippert and supported by Board 

Member Tulgetske. 

 

Upon roll call vote the following voted    “Aye”: Link, Lippert, Tulgetske, Patchin, Homola 

      “Nay”: None 

        

 

 

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 

 

 

 
CERTIFICATE 

I, Kathleen Patchin, the duly elected and acting Clerk of Gerrish Township, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted 

by the Township Board by a roll call vote at a regular meeting of the Board held on April 14, 2015, at which meeting a quorum was 

present; and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. 

 

 

______________________________ 

       Kathleen Patchin, Clerk 
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